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AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY SANAA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

SECRET DOHA 0690 

LIMDIS 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR XF MU YS SA QA YE 
SUBJ: QATAR, PDRY AND DHOFAR WAR 

REF: MUSCAT 0585, SANAA 1378, JIDDA 4165, LONDON 8784 

1. SUMMARY: AMIR OF QATAR TELLS US THAT HE IS GOING ALONG WITH 
POLICY OF OFFERING "CARROTS" TO PDRY. HE ALSO SEES VALIDITY 
IN "SHIELD" POLICY, WHICH HE ALSO IN EFFECT SUPPORTING. 

IT APPEARS THAT SOME AREA STATES SEE A MIXED "SHIELD" AND 
"CARROT" POLICY AS BEST SUITED TO REGIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 

END SUMMARY 
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2. HEAVILY ARMED WITH EXCELLENT ANALYSES PROVIDED IN REFTELS 
AND COMMENTS OF OTHER AREA POSTS, ON JUNE 12 I RAISED SUBJECTS 

OF RELATIONS WITH PDRY AND DHOFAR INSURGENCY WITH AMIR OF QATAR, 
SHAYKH KHALIFA BIN HAMAD AL THANI. AMIR RECALLED HIS PREVIOUS 
VIEW THAT IRAQ AND PDRY WERE PRINCIPAL THREATS TO SECURITY OF 
GULF BECAUSE OF STRONG SOVIET INFLUENCE IN EACH COUNTRY. 
HOWEVER, ACCORDING AMIR, EVENTS HAVE EVOLVED RAPIDLY IN RECENT 
MONTHS, PARTICULARLY AS REGARDS IRAQ, ALTHOUGH SITUATION THERE 
REQUIRED CAREFUL WATCHING. 

3. RE PDRY, AMIR SAID KING FAISAL S IMPLACABLE HOSTILITY TO 
ADEN REGIME HAD NOW BEEN REPLACED BY MORE FLEXIBLE ATTITUDE 
ON PART OF PRESENT SAG, AND GOQ FOLLOWING SAUDI LEAD. KHALIFA 
INDICATED THAT EGYPTIAN POSITION THAT IT WORTH EFFORT TO TRY 
TO WEAN PDRY AWAY FROM SOVIETS ALSO INFLUENTIAL IN CONVINCING 
QATARIS TO GO ALONG. KHALIFA CLAIMED THAT SAUDIS ALREADY PRO- 
VIDING AID TO ADEN AND HE WAS TOO. HE CAUTIONED ME THAT QATARI 
AID TO PDRY WAS MOST CLOSELY HELD AND HE ASKED THAT HIS 
CONFIDENCE BE STRICTLY RESPECTED, SINCE THIS A SHARP DEPARTURE 
FROM PREVIOUS GOQ POLICY AND ANY LEAK COULD CAUSE HIM INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS AND COMPLICATE HIS REALTIONS WITH SUCH AREA STATES 

AS OMAN. 

4. ON PERSONAL BASIS, I EXPRESSED SKEPTICISM THAT "WEAN 
AWAY" POLICY WOULD BE EFFECTIVE, AND SUGGESTED THAT PROOF 
OF THIS POLICY COULD ONLY BE CUTOFF OF PDRY SUPPORT TO DHOFAR 
INSURGENTS. AMIR REPLIED THAT HE HAD LECTURED PDRY FOREIGN 
MINISTER AT RABAT AGAINST ADEN’S SUPPORT FOR DHOFARI REBELS. 

HE ASSERTED THAT "WEAN AWAY" POLICY HAD WORKED IN PAST, 

AND, ALTHOUGH HE ACKNOWLEDGED THERE WERE GREAT DIFFERENCES, 

HE CITED EGYPT'S TURN-AWAY FROM SOVIETS AS A DRAMATIC EXAMPLE. 

5. 1 SUGGESTED TO AMIR "SHIELD” POLICY ALTERNATIVE OF BUILDING 
UP YAR AND OMAN AS CONTAINING FORCES AGAINST PDRY. AMIR SAID 
HE HAD NO QUARREL WITH SUCH POLICY AND HE WAS ALREADY HELPING 
BOTH YAR AND OMAN GOVTS. HOWEVER, HE SAW NO REASON WHY BOTH 
POLICIES COULD NOT BE IMPLEMENTED AT SAME TIME WHICH, AS 
PRACTICAL MATTER, IS BEING DONE. AMIR STATED THAT SUCCESS 
OF EITHER POLICY COULD DRAMATICALLY IMPROVE GULF SECURITY IN 
GENERAL, AND, IF IRAQ STAYED ON MODERATE PATH, GULF STATES 
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COULD BREATHE MORE EASILY AND GET ON WITH THEIR DEVELOPMENT. 

6. COMMENT: ASSISTANCE TO PDRY IS INDEED SHARP DEPARTURE FOR 
GOQ, WHICH HAS BEEN SCATHINGLY CRITICAL OF KUWAITI EFFORTS 
ALONG THIS LINE. SAUDI ESPOUSAL, OF COURSE, IS THE DIFFERENCE. 

AS AMIR HAS POINTED OUT, HE IS CONTRIBUTING TO BOTH "SHIELD" 

AND "WEAN AWAY" POLICIES, AND HE SEES NO PROBLEM IN SUPPORTING 
POSSIBLY CONFLICTING AIMS. LIKE SAUDIS, WE BELIEVE AMIR 
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PERCEIVES PDRY THREAT AS NOT MERELY CONFINED TO DHOFAR, BUT 
AS A DANGER TO ENTIRE ARABIAN PENINSULA. HIS INSTINCT TO 
FOLLOW SAUDI LEAD IS CERTAINLY OVERRIDING FACTOR IN HIS DECISION 
TO OFFER A "CARROT" TO ADEN. ALTHOUGH WE INCLINED TO SUPPORT 
"SHIELD" APPROACH RECOMMENDED BY SANAA. THIS MAY BE RESULT OF 
US PROPENSITY, AGAIN POINTED OUT BY SANAA, TO SEEK A RELATIVELY 
CLEAR SOLUTION. MIXED POLICY WHICH APPEARS TO BE EVOLVING AMONG 
AREA STATES MAY HAVE ADVANTAGE OF SUPERIOR LOCAL CONVENTIONAL 
WISDOM. 
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